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A monthly publication from Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179,  
The American Legion, New Braunfels, Texas 

 
Volume 8, Issue 1                1 March 2026  
 

From the Post Commander 
 

Greetings, 

 February was exciting around the Legion.  We 
had lots of food, fun, and fellowship. Every weekend 
we had some sort of activity, from the Superbowl 
watch party to ALA’s Loteria. 

 Mellissa Weige won the Superbowl TV raffle.  

Thank 
you to Kevin 
Ballard who 
secured a 
donation of 
$2,200 for our 
Building fund.   

 
Thank 

you to William Powell for refinishing our Rustic Texas 
ice chest.  
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Our ALR hosted yet another successful Fasching event.  
 
Keep reading, I’m sure our 1st Vice will tell you about his Monthly Sunday dinners 

and Be the One walks.  
 
One new thing we did try is our Wurst Wednesdays and it did well.  February was 

our first full month.  Don’t cook on Wednesday, come get a Brat and sauerkraut for $5.  
Proceeds go towards operational cost of our Legion.  
 

We are looking for someone who can work with the elementary and middle school 
awards program.  If this opportunity seems to fit your passion let me or the Adjutant know. 
We will also need presenters at school awards this May. Think about which school you 
would like to attend and let us know. 

 
 Thanks for attendance at our general membership meetings. The hall is starting 

to fill in with Legion members on the 2nd Thursdays.  I challenge everyone to bring a new 
or prospective member to our next meeting on March 12, 2026 at 7pm.  

  JAY A. GRADY 
Post Commander 

Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179 
410 W. Coll St.New Braunfels, TX 78034 

O: 830-625-0179 
C: 405-509-1078 

 
From the 1sr Vice Commander 

 
Mental health is a real issue, and we are here for you.  I'm excited to share that our 
monthly Be The One Walk and Wellness Class were in the paper! 
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-one/2026/february/promoting-be-
the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life 

 
          We come 
together to learn 
more about 
recognizing signs 
of mental health 
issues among our 
brothers and 
sisters and how to 
help them. Our 
next Be the One 
walk will be on 
March 18th at 7 
PM. I hope to see 

many of you there. 
  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/410+W.+Coll+St.+New+Braunfels,+TX?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/410+W.+Coll+St.+New+Braunfels,+TX?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-one/2026/february/promoting-be-the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-one/2026/february/promoting-be-the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life
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          Our monthly Sunday dinner was 
legendary! Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart to everyone that helped make this come 
true and all your amazing efforts. We enjoyed 
delicious pasta dinner, played games, and 
fostered camaraderie. Our next Sunday 
dinner is scheduled for March 15th at 4 PM. 
         

 Open invite to the community join my dream 
of Lionheart Walks on our weekly Tuesday 
Night Walk at Landa Park Train at 7pm to 
raise awareness for mental health while 
preventing veteran and first responder’s 
suicide. 

            We also walk 2.2 miles on the 22nd of 
every month to honor the 22 veterans we lose 
each day. All walks are kid and pet friendly.  

  Looking forward 
to seeing 
everyone at our 
upcoming events. 
Please share this 
with others; it 
could save a life. 

Finally - 
thanks so much 
to Dale for 
helping us find 
resources to help 
a disabled 
Veteran with a utility bill.  Fast response was very much appreciated! 

Be safe, 

 Jaysson Gomez   
1st Vice Commander 
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From the Chaplain’s Corner 

 
Post Everlasting:  James Will Arnold “Jimmy” Stubbs – 
February 6, 1937 – January 6, 2026  
 

Jimmy served valiantly in the United States Coast 
Guard for 26 years, retiring as a Chief Petty Officer.  
 
Sick Call and Relief:   
 
John Schendel (From Sandi Schendel)  John is doing 
OK.  The doctors just cannot get rid of that infection in his 
kidneys.  They've done cultures and given him several 
antibiotics over the past months but to no avail.  He does 
have good doctors in New Braunfels that take care of him, 
and I pray they can heal him. 
 

Trish Woff and Hortencia Franco  Trish and Hortencia have both been diagnosed with 
cancer and are undergoing chemo treatment.  Please keep them and their families in your 
prayers. 
 

Four Chaplains Ceremony 

 On 12 February I was 
honored to host our annual Four 
Chaplains Ceremony, which 
honored the four Army 
Chaplains who sacrificed their 
lives to assist others when their 
ship was torpedoed during 
WWII.  

For God and Country 

Charles Clopper, 
Chaplain 
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From the 2026 Golf Tournament Chairperson 

Save the Date: Our Next Charity Golf 
Tournament Is September 18, 2026! 

Committee members have provided 
materials to all target sponsors over the last three 
months. 

 
We did receive a sponsorship check from 

Knights of Columbus ($500) and sponsorship of two 
teams ($1000) at/before our last meeting in 
December. 

 
 We will begin reporting monthly financials 

for the tournament at next Exec meeting. 
 

We will have a draft communication to Post members at next Exec meeting. 
 
The separate budget line item for tournament donations should be reflected in 

budget financials, and we will work with new financial officer to ensure this reflects all 
donations to date. 
 

Tournament details are available on our website: 
americanlegioncharitygolf.com.  We are currently seeking sponsors for the event, so if 
you, or an organization you know, would like to partner to help us make this event a 
success, please contact the Golf Committee Chairperson, Deb Powers.  
 

Thanks, and happy new year! 
Deb Powers 

Golf Committee Chairperson 
(americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com 

 
From the Post 179 American Legion Auxiliary  

 
Auxiliary keeps busy with Taco Tuesdays. 
 

 Prayers answered for our turnout for 
Loteria on February 22nd.  We had a full 
house and lots of fun.  From generous 
donations, we were able to put together some 
really great prizes to give away. Our next 
Loteria will be on August 23rd.  We are asking 
for more donations and participation, of 
course, from all of our Legion Family.  

http://americanlegioncharitygolf.com/
mailto:americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com
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I will be planning some visits to our Veteran Communities during the summer 
months, so stay tuned. 

The Auxiliary continues to grow with new members.  I cannot thank Deb Chappell, 
our first Vice, enough for the excellent job she 
continues to do with membership.  All the ladies 
continue to spread the word about joining our 
excellent group of dedicated volunteers that 
make up our Auxiliary.   I am so proud of all the 
participation our ladies are involved in, on behalf 
of the Auxiliary, and for the hard work behind the 
scenes.  The generosity, monetary and 
personal, straight from the heart of this Auxiliary 
is just phenomenal!   

Thank you for allowing me to be your 
President.   

  Mary Jane Repp 
President 

609-980-0269  
mjgirlie.repp4711@gmail.com 

 
From the SAL - Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Squadron 179 

 
  Greetings all, 
 

 I am typing this from my room at the Washington Hilton while preparing for The 
American Legion’s Washington Legislative Conference. I don’t have my squadron notes 
so this will be a short report.  

 
We were able to have a meeting this month, and it was good to see a strong 

turnout. We were honored to have S.A.L. 14th District Commander Brad Henderson join 
us for our meeting. It is important that we have good participation in our meetings and for 
any events that we have ongoing.  

 
There are two events that are on the top of the list right now.  First, is that Post 179 

will be hosting the 14th District Convention on Saturday, April 25. The Sons will also have 
our convention on the same day. There will be some help needed in the days leading to 
the event and the day of the convention. All volunteers are welcome.  

 
Next, we will be putting flags out at the Comal Cemetery and others around the 

town Saturday, May 23, weather permitting, However, before that, we need to prepare 
the flags so things can run smoothly when the time comes. We will be having a workday 
on March 21st at the Post at 10:00 a.m. The flags sticks need to be cleaned, old and worn 
flags need to be retired, and then we will bundle the flags for easy distribution to 
volunteers who will be placing the flags.  As Commander Jay Grady has said before, 

mailto:mjgirlie.repp4711@gmail.com
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many hands make light work. If we get enough help, we can finish in a short amount of 
time.  

To finish, our next Sons general membership meeting is Thursday, March 19, 
2026, at 7:04 p.m. I am looking forward to seeing even more Sons in attendance at the 
meeting.  

 
For God and Country,  

Eddy Seegers 
Acting Adjutant, Squadron 179 

 
From the American Legion Riders Chapter 179 

 
The American Legion Riders Chapter 179 New Braunfels Texas donated $2000 to 

ALA Unit 179 for their 2026 Girls State Program.  
 

 

ALR 179 conducted their 8th Fasching Run on Valentines Day!  The only cold rainy 
day in February 2026 just happened to be the day we had our event.  We had 10 riders 
signed up for the ride by 9:45 AM and we had planned a ride out River Road to Canyon 
Lake over to Devils Backbone and return to the post.  With the rain and cold the group 
agreed to forgo the ride and remain at the post and enjoy each other’s company.  We 
were joined by riders from ALR’s 38, 245, 533, 539, 593 and China Post 1 as well as 
Foundation 14 for a fun day, great meal of bratwurst sauerkraut, and home-made German 
potato salad.  We had numerous silent auctions, games, door prizes, four live auctions 
and our gun raffle finally. 
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From the Editor/Publisher 

 

Members of Post 179 
traveled to Brenham, Texas 
to attend the 3rd Division 
Oratorical Contest, which 
featured our Post 179 and 
14th District winner.   

Our winner came in 
second place, which means, 
if the 3rd Division winner is, 
for some reason, unable to 
compete at the Department 
(State) level, he will 
represent the 3rd District. 

 

 

Charlie Clopper 
Editor/Publisher, Post 179 Citizen 
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Post 179 Officers –2025-2026 
 

American Legion – 2024-2025 
 

  89th Commander  Jay Grady 
  1st Vice Commander Jeysson Gomez 
  2nd Vice Commander Gary Gallandat 
  Adjutant               Gea Clausier 
 Chaplain             Charles Clopper 
  Finance Officer    Vacant    
  Sergeant at Arms     Nathan Flagg 
  Judge Advocate:  Pete Johnson 
  Service Officer  Dale Bennett 
  Historian   Ray Sanchez, Jr. 
  Executive Committee     George Zafala, Rusty Law, Bill Morison,  
 
 Appointed Positions 
 
  Public Affairs Officer  Pamela Grady 
  Security Manager    (Vacant) 
  Honor Guard Director  (Vacant) 
  Lower Lot Committee    (Vacant)  
  Scholarship Committee   (Vacant) 
  Boy State Committee    Bill Morrison 
  Hubmaster     Jayden Logan  
  Newsletter Editor/Publisher Charlie Clopper 
 

American Legion Auxiliary – 2025-2026 
 

Mary Jane Repp  President 
Deb Chappell  1st Vice President 
Pamela Grady  2nd Vice President 
Ria Gray   Secretary 
Natalie Schoenicke  Treasurer 
Sue Bennett   Historian 
Glenda Chandler  Chaplain 
Nancy Hartfield  Sgt. At Arms 
Members at Large  Barbara Clopper, Joyce Bauer, Betty Kreutler 
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Sons of the American Legion Squadron 179 – 2025-2026 
 

Commander   Ambrosio “Ambro” Valdez 
Vice Commander  Vacant 
Adjutant   Eddy Seegers (Acting) 
Financial Officer  Eddy Seegers (Acting) 
Chaplain   Lawrence Intrau 
Historian   Dennis Crabill 
Sergeant at Arms  Dennis Crabill 
 

American Legion Riders – 2025-2026 
 

Director   Pete Johnson  
Assistant Director  Dale Bennett  
Sgt at Arms   Mickey Rodi 
Road Captain  David Stinson  
Treasurer   Jay Grady  
Secretary   Vacant  
Chaplain   Charlie Clopper  
Membership   Vacant 
Service Officer  Sue Bennett 
Historian   Pamela Grady 
Safety Officer  Ray Sanchez  
Events Coordinator   Pamala Grady 
Member at Large  Gary Gallandat  
Member at Large  David Stinson  
Member at Large  Rich Vassi 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Date  Function      Location   Time  Remarks  
 
5 Mar  Executive Committee Mtg Post   6:30 PM Post 179 
 
12 Mar Post Membership Meeting Post   7 PM        Sandwich/Drink 
                 After - $50/50 &  
12 Mar Auxiliary Meeting  Post   7 PM        $1000 Drawing 
 
16 Mar SAL Meeting   Post   7:04 PM SAL 
 
26 Mar  ALR Meeting  Post   7 PM  ALR 179 
 
7 Apr  Red Cross Blood Drive Post         9 AM-5 PM Post 
 
18 Sep 3rd Post 179 Gulf Tour Landa Park GC TBD  Post 179  
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