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From the Post Commander

Fellow members and friends,

Our month started off with a brisket taco fundraiser for our operational cost of the
Legion. Thank you to all that came out in support of this event and to Wayne Powell,
James Timmons, and Natalie Schoenicihe for preparing the brisket and street tacos.

We continue to have our potluck meals along with the Queen of Hearts drawing
every Tuesday. Wednesday has become a steady source of income for operational cost
of our Legion. We encourage everyone to not only come and have a meal with fellow
Veterans but to participate in the kitchen or help serve. Come early and flip a burger on
the pit.

Veterans Affairs: We have a medical Lending closet. Contact our service officer (Dale
Bennett) at 830-734-5621 to see if we have what you need.

We hosted a Chamber of Commerce Veteran Business Mixer on Wednesday, May
27,2026. Veteran Business owners had an opportunity to share information on what they
were doing and how they could help each other. Which pillar does this fall under? If you
guessed Veterans Affairs pat yourself on the back, you’re getting it.



Americanism: We continue to collect and retire flags. Members of our Post helped
Heavenly Paws, New Braunfels, retire more
than 100 pounds of flags last month.

We will conduct a Dignified Flag Retirement
ceremony on Sunday, 14 June 2026 at 2000
hrs in our lower lot.

Our America 250 campaign with
proceeds dedicated to our new building fund
is going well. The Chair has opened a $100-
level sponsorship for those that are interested
in assisting us. Thank you, Bret Lindback and

Fiqure 1 Post 179 Members pa Marc Rhodes for beating the bushes almost
retirement at Heavenly Paws. daily.

National Security: We supported and participated in the city of New Braunfels Memorial
Day ceremony in the morning followed by a Memorial Day celebration and remembrance
gathering with Dell Webb at Veramendi. We participated in the ceremony and placement
of flags for Memorial Day at comal county cemetery.

F/gure 3 Poast 179 Commander Jay Grady prowded remarks ‘ S el S|
at the Memorial Day ceremony F/gure 2 Post 179 Chapla/n Charl/e C/opper
provided the invocation and benediction at the
Memorial Day ceremony.

Come out on June the 11™ in the morning to give blood and demonstrate our
support of this critical pillar. Thank you, Dale Bennett, for overseeing this reoccurring
event.

Children and Youth: Members of the New Braunfels JROTC participated in
honoring our Veterans at the Comal County cemetery this month by placing the flag of
our country

at their grave sites.



Our 4 Pillars are what makes us a valued member of the community. 100% of
proceeds of our golf tournament are dedicated to those pillars. 35% Veterans affairs,
30% Americanism, 25% Children and Youth, and 10% National Security. You can help
by signing up for the tournament or sponsoring the event. Information can be found at
www.americanlegioncharitygolf.com
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representing the SAL. This was an opportunity to meet and Adjutant Gea Clausier accepted
share ideas on ways to improve our post and become a vital " @Wardfora 14th District Post.
part of our community. We participated in the election of officers and delegates to the
National Convention later this summer.

We had our election last month during the general membership meeting.
Installation of newly elected officers will be on Thursday, June 11" at 1800hrs, prior to
our general membership meeting which starts at 1900hrs. (See the listing of new Post,
Auxiliary, SAL, and Riders officers in the attachment to the newsletter.)

Lastly, | would like to extend a thank you to Jeysson Gomez, Pete Johnson, Ray
Sanchez, and George Zavala for your participation as leaders on our executive board this
past year. You all brought new ideas and action to our Legion, and we are an improved
organization because of your active participation.

JAY A. GRADY

Post Commander

Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179
410 W. Coll St.New Braunfels, TX 78034
0O: 830-625-0179

C: 405-509-1078

From the 15t Vice Commander

As the newly elected First Vice Commander of our American Legion Post, | am
honored to serve alongside such a dedicated group of veterans, family members, and
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supporters. | look forward to working with our members to strengthen participation,
support our community, and continue the proud traditions of the American Legion.

Our Post offers many opportunities to get involved through veteran assistance
programs, youth activities, patriotic events, community service projects, and fellowship
among those who have served. | encourage every member to attend meetings, volunteer
when possible, and help us make our Post an even stronger resource for veterans and
our community. Thank you for your trust and support—I| am excited about what we can
accomplish together.

Helen Richards
1st Vice Commander

From the Chaplain’s Corner

Post Everlasting: Thankfully, nothing to report.

Sick Call and Relief: Several members, significant others, and friends of our Post family
are fighting the scourge of cancer. | am not including their names to protect their privacy
at this pivotal time. | think most know who they are. Please keep them and their families
in your prayers.

Keith Oday in Rehab until June 6 Facility PAM Health Rehab, Kyle Texas. Cards can be
sent to home address: 1800 Post Road, Apt 312, San Marcus, TX 78666.

Charles Clopper, Chaplain

From the Service Officer

Please advise the members we have a personal medical equipment closet for
those members and our veterans in need.

Contact the Service Officer: Dale Bennett at 830-734-5621 or Tim Powers.

Dale Bennett
Service Officer

From the 2026 Golf Tournament Chairperson




Help Us Tee It Up for Our Veterans and Our
Community! \cAN Ls

®

“Veterans Strengthening America” is the motto of our o d (NENSZERD o
American Legion, highlighting our organization’s focus on

community service and Veteran advocacy through our four
illars of programs and services.
o] prog ryGoLFToU“‘\

Our annual charity golf tournament raises funds solely for our
Post’s charitable works, and we need your help to meet our $28,500 goal. Cash
donations of any size can have a big impact:

 $100 - provides at least 2 homeless Veterans with a hot meal

« $500 - enables the purchase of a wheelchair for our medical equipment lending closet
to support a Veteran in need

« $1,000 - allows the Post to send two boys to Boys State

 $2,500 - funds scholarships for 5 high school students

The deadline for sponsors’ names to appear on promotional materials is June 9, 2026.
So, if you, or an organization you know, would like to sponsor, donate, register, or
volunteer to help us make this event a success, please contact the Event Chairperson,
Deb Powers (americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com). Visit our website,
americanlegioncharitygolf.com, for additional details. And thanks in advance for your
support!

Deb Powers
Golf Committee Chairperson
(americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com

From the Post 179 American Legion Auxiliary

May was an exciting month as we prepared for the ALA Girls State Program. We
are proud that our ALA Unit 179 had the opportunity to sponsor with the help from our
Grant Programs Sponsorship. Twelve young ladies will attend this beneficial program at
Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, TX thls coming :

June. We hope they f|nd
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the experience rewarding and share their new knowledge of our government within our
communities and this great United States of America.

We also recently held elections for our 2026-2027 year. Congratulations to our
new officers. We were also able to recruit ten new members who joined us this year. Our
goal is to double that growth in the upcoming year. It was also wonderful to welcome
back several returning members that were not available to attend our meetings for quite
some time.

Thank you Ladies for all that you do and all your hard work and
participation. Thank you all for your dedication. In partnership with the Legion, Riders,
and Sons, we remain committed to supporting our joint programs and celebrating our
camaraderie.

Figure 6 Several sponsors helped us send 12 girls to Girls State this year.

Please save the date for our next Loteria on August 23rd. Doors will open at 12:30
PM. If you are available to volunteer or have items to donate as prizes, please let me
know via email or text.

For God and Country, we remain dedicated volunteers assisting in the growth of
our Legion, Riders, Sons, and our Auxiliary.

Mary Jane Repp

President

609-980-0269

mijqirlie.repp4711@gmail.com

From the SAL - Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Squadron 179

EE?J,‘\IEECT:*E Greetings Fellow Sons and
LEGION SONS OF THE  american Legion Family,

=—AMERICAN

***** L EG ION We are now into June, and

summer is about to be in full swing.
One of the certainties of living in
Texas is stepping out the front door
and immediately being greeted by heat and humidity. Still, life goes on—especially for the
American Legion Family.

We have now completed the Spring District and Division conventions. | am
pleased to announce that the new 14th District Commander for the Sons of the
American Legion is Bobby De Leon from Squadron 364 in Corpus Christi. The new 3rd
Division Commander is Kevin Baker from Squadron 245 in Seguin. At the upcoming
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Detachment Convention in July, we expect to elect Ed Parnell as our new Detachment
Commander. We are also proud that Thom Skelley from Texas will be elected National
Commander at the National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky, this summer.

Squadron 179 Updates

Our May membership meeting had a quorum. Officer elections were held with
mixed results. Unfortunately, no one was nominated or volunteered for the positions of
Commander, Adjutant, or Finance Officer. Congratulations to those who were elected
to the other positions (see the full list at the end of this newsletter).

Your Adjutant has submitted the Consolidated Squadron Report to both the
Detachment and National Headquarters. Despite some challenges this past year, the
report reflects many positive accomplishments.

Membership Reminder

We are nearing the end of the 2026 membership year. If you have not yet paid
your 2026 dues, your membership is currently inactive. You have until December 31,
2026, to renew. National begins accepting 2027 dues on July 1.

Paying both 2026 and 2027 dues now would be an excellent way to get back on
track. Doing so helps the Squadron, District, and National levels with planning and
budgeting. Early payment also makes you eligible for the Early Bird Special and
potentially an Honorary Paid-Up-For-Life (PUFL) membership from the Squadron.

Recent Events

We had a very successful flag placement in our local cemeteries, with strong
support from the Post family and the Marine Corps Junior ROTC. Thank you to everyone
who participated. It is now time to retrieve the flags. We will meet at the Comal Cemetery
at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 6. The more help we have, the faster we can finish.

A Call for Leadership

| want to close with an important message to my fellow Sons. We urgently need
members to step up and take on leadership roles for the coming year. After many years
of service, | must step back to focus on my health and personal well-being.

We have many capable and qualified members in Squadron 179. If good people
do not step forward, it could seriously impact the future of our Squadron. Please consider
whether you can help keep Squadron 179 a strong and active part of American Legion
Post 179.

For God and Country,



Eddy Seegers
Squadron 179

From the American Legion Riders Chapter 179

ALR 179 traveled to Bastrop on May 1-3 to attend the ALR Texas State Rally.
They provided a couple rides and meals and a band Saturday night.

ALR 245 in Seguin held their annual Nut Run. They had a ride, a meal and some
auctions.

ALR 179 supported our SAL Squadron 179 Memorial
Day flag placement at the Peter and Paul Cemetery on Peace
Ave Saturday May 23,

We attended the Memorial Day service at the New
Braunfels Veterans Memorial on San Antonio St. Where our
Post Commander and Post Chaplain played a key role in the
ceremony.

We also attended a
Memorial Day Event at Del Webb
Veramendi where we were able to

Figure
! Pest?e Johnson salute the flag ~ meet the residents, tell them

| placed on the veteran's grave.  about our American Legion post, | | p
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ice cream and refreshments were compliments of Del Webb! Figure 7 Helen Richards and

Gea Clausier solicited American
Legion memberships at

From the Editor/Publisher Veramend.

During May, the New Braunfels Rotary Club placed a “Peace Pole” on Post
grounds. The beautiful pole is lit at night. The local Rotary Club assumed all costs for
placement and illumination.

According to Google, a Peace Pole is an internationally recognized monument
featuring the universal message "May Peace Prevail on Earth". While traditionally
championed by May Peace Prevail On Earth International and frequently sponsored by
groups like Rotary, local Ruritan clubs often install them as community beacons for
goodwill.

The phrase "May Peace Prevail on Earth" is inscribed on each pole, commonly
translated into four to eight different languages that reflect the local or global community.



The poles are
traditionally
handcrafted from
wood (like Western
Red Cedar) or
metal and serve as
visual reminders of
unity across
cultures. They are
frequently planted
in community
parks, school
grounds, churches,

and civic spaces.
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Current and
former District 14
Officers. Note
that three of the
officers are from
Post 179!

Charlie Clopper
Editor/Publisher, Post 179 Citizen



American Legion Post 179 Officers —2026-2027

American Legion Post 179 — 2026-2027

89" Commander Jay Grady

15t Vice Commander Helen Richards

2" VVice Commander Wayne Powell

Adjutant Gea Clausier

Chaplain Charles Clopper —

Finance Officer Cassie Collington AMERICAN LEGION
Sergeant at Arms James Timmons

Judge Advocate: Phil Nikel

Service Officer Dale Bennett

Historian Kevin Ballard

Executive Committee Ronnie Barnett, Rusty
Law, Bill Morison

Appointed Positions

Public Affairs Officer Pamela Grady
Security Manager (Vacant)
Honor Guard Director (Vacant)
Lower Lot Committee (Vacant)
Scholarship Committee (Vacant)

Boy State Committee Bill Morrison
Hubmaster Jayden Logan

Newsletter Editor/Publisher Charlie Clopper

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 179 — 2026-2027

President Mary Jane Repp

18t Vice President Deb Chappell

2" Vice President Vacant

Secretary Sue Bennett

Treasurer Vacant

Historian Debra Noble

Chaplain Alyssa Lisvernois

Rita Gray Sgt. At Arms

Members at Large Deb Desero, October Ballard, Lynn Triffet
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Sons of Legionnaires Sgdn 179 - 2026-2027

o Commander Vacant

o Vice Commander David Gray SONS OF THE
« Adjutant Vacant __

o Finance Officer =~ Vacant ===AMERICAN
« Sergeant-at-Arms Dennis Crabill L E G I o N
o Chaplain Lawrence Intrau

« Historian Dennis Crabill

American Legion Riders — 2026-2027

Director Dale Bennett
Assistant Director Mike Lopez
Sgt at Arms Ray sanchez
Treasurer Jay Grady
Secretary Sue Bennett
Membership Pamela Grady
Chaplain Charlie Clopper
Historian Pamela Grady
Road Captain Jay Grady

Members at Large Barbara Clopper, Gail Chester, Rob Chester



Upcoming Events

Date Function Location Time Remarks

4 June Executive Committee Mtg Post 6:30 PM Post 179

11 June Post Membership Meeting Post 7PM Sandwich/Drink
After - $50/50 & $1000 Drawing

11 June Blood Drive Post TBD Post

14 June Flag Retirement Ceremony Post 8 PM Post 179

18 June Auxiliary Meeting Post 7PM

15 June SAL Meeting Post 7:04 PM SAL

25 June ALR Meeting Post 7 PM ALR 179

23 Aug Loteria Post TBD Auxiliary

18 Sep 3" Post 179 Golf Tour Landa Park GC TBD Post 179

12



Legion Wednesday

BURGERS |4

(B

Wi Loty Post 179
Event Space

*  |Event space accommb_dates up to 210 guests. On-site
beer and wine bar services are available, enhancing
your event experience. A kitchen area can be utilized

for an additional fee. 410 W Coll —

\ New Braunfels

830-625-0179

American Legion 179
410 W Coll,
New Braunfels, TX 78130

: ,—7

T TUESDAY

Drawing at 7 pm sharp!
410 W Coll Street
New Braunfels

$10 BRACELETS

The American Legion’s primary mission, Be the
One, is a concentrated effort to save the lives of
veterans and servicemembers at risk of suicide.
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\WALTON F HOFFMANN Memorial Post 179

410 West Coll St.
New Braunfels TX 78131-0179
(830) 625-0179
EMAIL: adjutant.post179@sanantonio.twcbc.com
WEB SITE: www.alpost179tx.org

April, 17,2026

We are reaching out to our members requesting support for the 2026 American Legion Post 179
American 250 Celebration Building Fundraiser, which will be running through the end of this year. This
milestone marks the 250th anniversary of our nation, and our Post has proudly served our Country, State,
Veterans, Families, and Community for 106 years. As our current facility is showing signs of age, it is
necessary to construct a new home adjacent to the existing one. Bret Lindback will serve as Project
Chair, with Marc Rhodes as Co-Chair.

We would greatly appreciate donations of $250 or more—one dollar for each year of our nation's
history. Each qualifying donation will be acknowledged with a name plate that includes Name, Service
Branch, Auxiliary Member, SAL or Friends of Post 179 (Non-Members), and donation amount will be
displayed on the American 250 Celebration plaque. This plaque will be displayed at the Legion Hall.
Donors will also receive a Post 179 Challenge Coin. Additionally, the categories "Family" and "In Memory
of" have been added. We encourage you to invite family and friends to contribute. Our goal is to reach
one hundred donors at $250 or higher.

We are also seeking support from local businesses and corporations. They will be recognized on a
separate plaque, with tiers of $250 Donator, $500 Sponsor, and $1000 Patron. Assistance in identifying
prospective business donors is welcomed. Marc Rhodes is the designated contact for business and
corporate donations. Please direct any leads to Marc Rhodes (email: marcrhodes47@gmail.com) or Bret
Lindback (email: bretman@aol.com, phone: 612-290-3949).

Payment can be received in person or through mail. Make checks payable to Walton F. Hoffmann
Memorial Post 179. In the memo portion of your check please annotate America 250 building fund
campaign. If mailing in your check please send to address found in signature block.

Recognizing the magnitude of this undertaking, we are committed to jumpstarting our Building Fund.
Success with this fundraising initiative will enhance awareness and generate further opportunities to
achieve our objectives. Thanks for your support of Post 179

Respectfully,

JAY A. GRADY

Post Commander

Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179

410 W. Coll St.

New Braunfels, TX 78130

0O: 830-625-0179

C: 405-509-1078 Attachment 1
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