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A monthly publication from Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179,  
The American Legion, New Braunfels, Texas 

 
Volume 8, Issue 2                1 April 2026  
 

From the Post Commander 
 

Welcome to Spring, 
 

Spring is a time of renewal, trees fill out their branches, grass turns green, plants 
start budding, and the days start to get longer. We have had a sense of renewal around 
the Post with new activities such as the Wednesday Hamburger sale, American Legion 
Post 179 America 250 campaign, addition of a pool table, and an interim (appointed) 2nd 
Vice (Wayne Powell).  

 
Gary Gallandat unfortunately resigned from his position earlier in the month due to 

family matters.  If you see him, please extend a warm thank you for his countless hours 
of service to our Legion.  Thank you to Wayne Powell who eagerly stepped in to carry on 
2nd Vice duty in the interim.  

 
 We had a wonderful 107th Birthday celebration here at the post last month.   

Thank you to our 1st Vice Jeysson Gomez who planned, prepared, and presided over the 
event. He has big plans for Easter too. 

 
Keep reading to find out more about what is going on in our Legion. Thank you to 

the American Legion Riders for your representation of our post and the generosity you 
have provided to others in support of our 4 Pillars of the American Legion.  Lastly, we are 
approaching nomination and election season within the American Legion. I encourage 
you to join our leadership team that has momentum and is advancing towards stated 
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goals with enthusiasm.  Nominations will begin in April, elections in May (nominations can 
be made from the floor), and installation of new officers in June.  Thank you all for your 
support over the past couple of months and I look forward to continuing service within our 
organization. 
   

American Legion Post 179 America 250 Celebration 

We are reaching out to our members requesting support for the 2026 American Legion 
Post 179 American 250 Celebration Building Fundraiser, which will be running through 
the end of this year. This milestone marks the 250th anniversary of our nation, and our 
Post has proudly served our Country, State, Veterans, Families, and Community for 107 
years.  As our current facility is showing signs of age, it is necessary to construct a new 
home adjacent to the existing one.   

We would greatly appreciate donations of $250 or more—one dollar for each year of 
our nation's history. Each qualifying donation will be acknowledged with a name plate that 
includes Name, Service Branch, Auxiliary Member, SAL or Friends of Post 179 (Non-
Members), and donation amount will be displayed on the American 250 Celebration 
plaque. This plaque will be displayed at the Legion Hall.  Donors will also receive a Post 
179 Challenge Coin. Additionally, the categories "Family" and "In Memory of" have been 
added. We encourage you to invite family and friends to contribute. Our goal is to reach 
one hundred donors at $250 or higher.  

We are also seeking support from local businesses and corporations. They will be 
recognized on a separate plaque, with tiers of $250 Donator, $500 Sponsor, and $1000 
Patron.  Assistance in identifying prospective business donors is welcomed.  Marc 
Rhodes is the designated contact for business and corporate donations. Please direct 
any leads to Marc Rhodes (email: marcrhodes47@gmail.com) or Bret Lindback (email: 
bretman@aol.com, phone: 612-290-3949).  

        Recognizing the magnitude of this undertaking, we are committed to jumpstarting 
our Building Fund. Success with this fundraising initiative will enhance awareness and 
generate further opportunities to achieve our objectives. Thanks for your support of Post 
179. 

Thanks for your support of Post 179 
 

Respectfully, 
  JAY A. GRADY 

Post Commander 
Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179 

410 W. Coll St.New Braunfels, TX 78034 
O: 830-625-0179 
C: 405-509-1078 

 
 

mailto:marcrhodes47@gmail.com
mailto:bretman@aol.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/410+W.+Coll+St.+New+Braunfels,+TX?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/410+W.+Coll+St.+New+Braunfels,+TX?entry=gmail&source=g
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From the 1sr Vice Commander 
 

     Mental health matters, and we are here for you. 
 
     I'm excited to share that our monthly Be the One Walk and Wellness Class was in the 
paper! https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-
one/2026/february/promoting-be-the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life 
 
     We come together to learn more about recognizing signs of mental health issues 
among our brothers and sisters and how to help them.  We did a fun "color search" activity 
during our walk, our next Be the One Walk will be on April 15th at 7pm, hope to see many 
of you there.  
 
     Our monthly Sunday dinner was legendary!  Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart to everyone that helped make 
this come true and all your amazing efforts.  We celebrated 
107 years of the American Legion with some yummy cake, 

had some 
delicious pulled 

pork 
sandwiches, 

and finger 
licking 

desserts, 
played games, 
and fostered 
camaraderie. 

Our next 
Sunday dinner 
is scheduled 
for April 19th at 
4pm. 

 
    Open invite to the community to join my 
dream of Lionheart Walks on our weekly 
Tuesday Night Walk at Landa Park Train at 
7pm.  Join us for two fun laps around the 
park to raise awareness for mental health 
while preventing veteran and first 
responders’ suicide.  We also walk 2.2 
miles on the 22nd of every month to honor 
the 22 veterans we lose each day. All walks 
are kid and pet friendly.   

 
     April 5th at 2pm, the Easter bunny will be 
reporting for duty to take FREE pictures, 

https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-one/2026/february/promoting-be-the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/be-the-one/2026/february/promoting-be-the-one-helps-legionnaire-find-his-purpose-in-life
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we're working on fun activities for all ages.  Please join us with all your family and help us 
bring the American Legion back into the community.  
 
     Looking forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events.  Please share this with 
others; it could save a life.  
 
Be safe, 

Jaysson Gomez   
1st Vice Commander 

 
From the Chaplain’s Corner 

Post Everlasting:  

 Robert (Bob) Ihde – January 25, 1947-September 9, 
2025 

Bob retired from the USMC after 22 years’ service. 

 He and I were “Plank Owners” at JSOC, Ft. Bragg, NC 
from 1981-1985.   

 

 

 

 

 

Norman (Norm) Schaule - July 6, 2025 
 

He was a certified C-141 pilot, initially flying airlift missions 

out of Vietnam. His distinguished 31-year career included 

assignments at Warner Robins, GA, as a Group Recruiting 

Commander; McGuire AFB as Squadron Commander of the 

18th MAS; Charleston Air Force Base; Altus AFB, OK; Scott 

AFB, IL; Randolph AFB, San Antonio; McGuire AFB, NJ; and 

The Pentagon.  

 

 

Sick Call and Relief: 

 

Eddy Seegers, Jr.  Acting Adjutant, SAL Squadron 179   Had a stent pit in to clear an 

80% blockage.  Doing well. 
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Becky Hicks  Double mastectomy scheduled.  Eighteen weeks of chemo treatments. 
My first chemo treatment was scheduled for 17 March.  

Charles Clopper, Chaplain 

From the Service Officer 

9 AM – 5 PM 

Blood Donors Needed. 

Check out the Blood Program Leader Bulletin for the latest news and 

promotions.  

  

 

The countdown is on for the American Legion Walton F Hoffman 

Memorial Post 179 blood drive on Tuesday, April 7. Let’s make these 

final days count!  

Dale Bennett 

Service Officer 

From the 2026 Golf Tournament Chairperson 

American Legion TX Post 179 Charity Golf Tournament 
 
The 2026 American Legion TX Post 179 Charity Golf 
Tourney will tee off on Friday, September 18, 2026, at 
Landa Park Golf Course.  We need your help to raise 
$28,500 through this event to fund our Post’s Four Pillars of 
Charitable Services and Programs for the year 2026-2027. 
Tournament profits will be used to improve the lives of local 
Veterans and make a difference in our community through 
initiatives, including: 

https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd624&e=&s=NR0R0IM6SbGUaJYAeo73eMtXc1DxC-k1zHc3pGaLGKY
https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd625&e=&s=MNzd28eFT0xP0AQk7_3y7xtrl8XSxeH-bq1nu4a4i8c
https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd625&e=&s=MNzd28eFT0xP0AQk7_3y7xtrl8XSxeH-bq1nu4a4i8c
https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd628&e=&s=v_xQRLN7R6jQEeVZSlt03jywVHQ-KB05lRsbh8RvurQ
https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd628&e=&s=v_xQRLN7R6jQEeVZSlt03jywVHQ-KB05lRsbh8RvurQ
https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h7756ebbb,31c8a467,16ebd628&e=&s=v_xQRLN7R6jQEeVZSlt03jywVHQ-KB05lRsbh8RvurQ
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• Managing a Free Veteran Medical Equipment Lending Closet 
• Educating Veterans About Available Benefits and Services 
• Providing Opportunities for Local Veterans to Connect and Serve Their Community 
• Supporting Local Veterans ’Organizations 
• Providing Youth Citizenship and Leadership Education through Boys State, Girls 

State, and an Oratorical Competition 
• Providing School Awards and Scholarships to Students for Exemplary Citizenship, 

Patriotism, and Service 
• Supporting Boy Scouts of America and ROTC Programs 
• Supporting Organizations that Provide for Local Children in Need 
• Sponsoring Blood Drives 
• Supporting Local Patriotic Events 
 
The deadline for sponsors’ names to appear on promotional materials is June 9, 2026, 
and we’re only 21% of the way to our goal.  So if you, or an organization you know, 
would like to sponsor, donate, register, or volunteer to help us make this event a 
success, please contact the Event Chairperson, Deb Powers 
(americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com). Visit our website, 
americanlegioncharitygolf.com, for additional details. And thanks in advance for your 
support! 

Deb Powers 
Golf Committee Chairperson 

(americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com 
 

From the Post 179 American Legion Auxiliary  
 

The Auxiliary continues to grow.  We are Thankful and Grateful.  
 
 We will not be having our regular monthly meeting in April.   
 
We will need volunteers to help set up our Auxiliary Room for the upcoming 

Convention being held on April 24-25.  We will be making a spaghetti dinner on the 24th 
for the attendees of the Convention from all Legion Family Units.   For those that have 
not volunteered or have not made plans to go to the Convention hosted by our Post, 
please contact me at your earliest convenience.   

 
Thank you so much for all your ongoing support. 

 
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, 

Mary Jane Repp 
President 

609-980-0269  
mjgirlie.repp4711@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com
http://americanlegioncharitygolf.com/
mailto:americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com
mailto:mjgirlie.repp4711@gmail.com
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From the SAL - Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Squadron 179 
 

    Greetings Fellow Sons and 
American Legion Family, 

 
As you read this, it is my hope that you 

have not been had by any April Fools jokes. 
 
There was not a quorum for the March 

meeting so there are some things that we all 
need to be aware of.  Most important is that 

we are entering officer election season. The April general membership meeting is where 
we begin to start taking nominations for positions. While it is not a requirement that 
nominations be made ahead of time, it helps us to know who is willing to serve. All 
positions are open to whoever wants to run. If you are not sure what the position entails, 
feel free to contact me. I am more than willing to inform and train anyone who wants to 
serve. Elections will take place at the May meeting and elected officers will begin to serve 
when we have an installation ceremony. 

 
Post 179 will be hosting the 14th District Convention with a dinner and Meet & Greet 

on Friday night, April 24 and general sessions on Saturday, April 25. We will need help 
setting up ahead of time, cleaning up afterwards, and with several tasks in between. In 
addition to needing to know who will be helping, I need to know who is attending. I 
encourage everyone who can to attend.  We will also be having elections for 14th District 
Officer positions. This is another opportunity to learn and to serve. 

 
As per Post 179 family tradition, we will be placing flags on the graves of those 

who served at the Comal cemeteries, primarily the Comal Cemetery, Sts. Peter and Paul 
Cemetery, and the Hidalgo Cemetery on Peace Ave. We will need to meet at 6:15 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 23, weather permitting. We want to engage the community so if anyone 
knows how and who to reach out to youth groups and organizations, let me know. Last 
year, I made the same request but only had people tell me who to reach out to after the 
event.  

 
In preparation, we need to clean up and organize our flags. Due to my recent health 

difficulties, we had to cancel our last attempt at this effort. We will be scheduling another 
day to do this soon so please keep an eye on your email and make an effort help when 
we get it on the schedule. 

 
Finally, I want to thank everyone who checked on me after my recent health scare. 

I am recovering and starting rehab. I need to be patient, but I am listening to my doctors 
and soon will be following the directions of my therapists. Again, thanks for all of the 
prayers and good thoughts sent in my direction. 
 

Eddy Seegers 
Acting Adjutant, Squadron 179 
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From the American Legion Riders Chapter 179 
 

The American Legion Rider Chapter 179 New Braunfels Texas voted to be a Silver 
Sponsor for $1000 for the 5 K Run/Walk Hosted by Beauty from Ashes Ministry.  

 
Several of our members traveled to South Padre Mar 6-8th for the SCTX Legacy 

Run hosted this year by Mercedes TX. There were several opportunities for comradery 
as well as riding and even a special photo op!   

 
ALR 179, represented by 

Director Pete Johnson and 
Chaplain Charlie Clopper, 
attended the Comal County 
Junior Stock Show Auction on Sat 
7 Mar.as Silver Sponsors for 
$500.  

 
  ALR 179 joined ALR 593 

on their 21st Rolling Run on March 
14th!  They had several stops on 
the south side and arranged a 
food truck at the post following the 
ride.  

 



  

9 
 

Several of our 
Members supported Homes 
for our Troops Key 
Ceremony in Spring Branch 
for Marine Cpl Shawn Seeley 
and his family. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor/Publisher 

On 28 March, Barbara and I were 
honored to be invited to VFW Post 7110 to attend Vietnam War Veterans Day 
ceremonies.  We, along with other Post 179 attendees, were treated to sumptuous meals, 
impressive ceremonies, and inspiring presentations.   Many thanks to our VFW brothers 
and sisters for honoring our Vietnam Veterans!   

Charlie Clopper 

Editor/Publisher, Post 179 Citizen  



  

10 
 

Post 179 Officers –2025-2026 
 

American Legion – 2025-2026 
 

  89th Commander  Jay Grady 
  1st Vice Commander Jeysson Gomez 
  2nd Vice Commander Wayne Powell 
  Adjutant               Gea Clausier 
 Chaplain             Charles Clopper 
  Finance Officer    Cassie Collington 
  Sergeant at Arms     Nathan Flagg 
  Judge Advocate:  Pete Johnson 
  Service Officer  Dale Bennett 
  Historian   Ray Sanchez, Jr. 
  Executive Committee     George Zafala, 
Rusty Law, Bill Morison,  
 
 Appointed Positions 
 
  Public Affairs Officer      Pamela Grady 
  Security Manager    (Vacant) 
  Honor Guard Director  (Vacant) 
  Lower Lot Committee    (Vacant)  
  Scholarship Committee   (Vacant) 
  Boy State Committee    Bill Morrison 
  Hubmaster     Jayden Logan  
  Newsletter Editor/Publisher Charlie Clopper 
 

American Legion Auxiliary – 2025-2026 
 

Mary Jane Repp  President 
Deb Chappell  1st Vice President 
Pamela Grady  2nd Vice President 
Ria Gray   Secretary 
Natalie Schoenicke  Treasurer 
Sue Bennett   Historian 
Glenda Chandler  Chaplain 
Nancy Hartfield  Sgt. At Arms 
Members at Large  Barbara Clopper, Joyce Bauer, Betty Kreutler 
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Sons of the American Legion Squadron 179 – 2025-2026 
 

Commander   Ambrosio “Ambro” Valdez 
Vice Commander  Vacant 
Adjutant   Eddy Seegers (Acting) 
Financial Officer  Eddy Seegers (Acting) 
Chaplain   Lawrence Intrau 
Historian   Dennis Crabill 
Sergeant at Arms  Dennis Crabill 
 

American Legion Riders – 2025-2026 
 

Director   Pete Johnson  
Assistant Director  Dale Bennett  
Sgt at Arms   Mickey Rodi 
Road Captain  David Stinson  
Treasurer   Jay Grady  
Secretary   Vacant  
Chaplain   Charlie Clopper  
Membership   Vacant 
Service Officer  Sue Bennett 
Historian   Pamela Grady 
Safety Officer  Ray Sanchez  
Events Coordinator   Pamala Grady 
Member at Large  Gary Gallandat  
Member at Large  David Stinson  
Member at Large  Rich Vassi 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Date  Function      Location   Time  Remarks  
 
2 Apr  Executive Committee Mtg Post   6:30 PM Post 179 
 
5 Apr  Easter Extravaganza  Post   2-4 PM Post 179 
 
7 Apr  Red Cross Blood Drive Post         9 AM-5 PM Post 
 
9 Apr  Post Membership Meeting Post   7 PM        Sandwich/Drink 
                 After - $50/50 &  
Cancelled Auxiliary Meeting  Post   7 PM        $1000 Drawing 
 
20 Apr  SAL Meeting   Post   7:04 PM SAL 
 
24-25 Apr 14th District Convention Post   TBD  Post 
 
30 Apr   ALR Meeting  Post   7 PM  ALR 179 
 
18 Sep 3rd Post 179 Gulf Tour Landa Park GC TBD  Post 179  
 

 
  



  

13 
 

  

 

Arora Borealis over 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
last week. 


