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From the Post Commander

Fellow members and friends,

April was a very productive month for our organization. During our Monthly
General Membership meeting we met the 25 Boys that will be representing our post
during this year’s Boys State. Thank you, Bill Morrison, for all the hard work you have put
in preparing these young statesmen for a successful Boy’s State experience.

This is a busy time of year for Bill as he was
Chair of both our Boy’s State and Scholarship
programs. Thank you to Charlie Clooper and Peter
® Johnson for presenting our JROTC awards at
Canyon and Smithson Vally High schools. Next
Month Jeysson Gomez has committed to present
New Braunfels High School and Bill Morrison will
present at Davenport High School JROTC
awards. Our Pillar of Americanism was on full
display this month.

Thank you, Dale Bennett, for another
successful blood Drive sponsored by our post. Our
participation in the Blood drive was demonstrated
action of our National Security pillar.




Thank you Jeysson Gomez and Natalie Schoenicihe for a very successful Easter
celebration. Natalie prepared food and entertained the kids and Jeysson wore a rabbit
costume and posed for pictures with all the guests. Everyone that attended had a
wonderful experience. This was a shining example of another pillar on display--Children
and Youth.

Yes, you know we went four for four. Under the pillar of Veterans Affairs, thank
you to Deb and Tim Powers and Jeysson Gomez for representing our post during this
month’s Senior Expo. They shared information with other organizations and Veterans of
our community.

We hosted the 14t District convention on the last weekend of April. Thank you
to the ALA who demonstrated their mission statement of service before self while
supporting the American Legion. Our ALA provided a delicious spaghetti dinner on Friday
night. Not to be outdone, our SAL was bright and early Saturday morning providing us
with a pancake breakfast prepared by our own Chef Ambrosio Valdez. Thank you, SAL. A
big thank you to Hill Country Legacy Advisors www.hillcountrylegacyadvisors.com for
coming through at the last-minute sponsoring our lunch during the 14t District
Conference that we hosted. Rusty Law and Gwen really came through in a crunch and
provided a first-class lunch.

Please extend a big thank you to our new 2NP Vice Wayne Powell and his right-
hand man James Timmons. They have been working on making repairs and
improvements around our post. Their work has not gone unnoticed and is greatly
appreciated.

Thank you to Tim and Deb Powers, Jay Grady, and Barbara & Charlie Clooper for
your commitment to our Flag Retirement Ceremony.

We were able to attain the membership goal of 100% through your active
participation and attendance at many events. Remember that we are still looking for
players and sponsorships for our golf tournament coming in September. Deb Powers has
been working hard as the Chair and has provided a well put together plan. Let’s help her
execute it. Thank you, Deb! All proceeds from this event are dedicated to supporting
the Four Pillars mentioned earlier. Help us help others by sharing information about our
golf tournament, more information can be found at www.americanlegioncharitygolf.com

We have a weekly operational cost fundraiser in the form of a smoked burger
and side every Wednesday. Thank you, Cassie Collington for the magical potato salad,
we appreciate you.

Another important program which Post 179 is initiating this year is the “2026
American Legion Post 179 American 250 Celebration Building Fundraiser”, (See the
Attachment.) which will be running through the end of this year. The year Two Thousand
Twenty-Six marks a milestone 250th anniversary of our nation. As our current facility is


http://www.hillcountrylegacyadvisors.com/
http://www.americanlegioncharitygolf.com/

showing signs of age, it is necessary to construct a new home adjacent to the existing one.
Bret Lindback will serve as Project Chair, with Marc Rhodes as Co-Chair.

We would greatly appreciate donations of $250 or more—one dollar for each year
of our nation's history. Each qualifying donation will be acknowledged with a name plate that
includes Name, Service Branch, Auxiliary Member, SAL or Friends of Post 179 (Non-
Members), and donation amount will be displayed on the American 250 Celebration plaque.
This plaque will be displayed at the Legion Hall. Donors will also receive a Post 179 Challenge
Coin. Additionally, the categories "Family" and "In Memory of' have been added. We
encourage you to invite family and friends to contribute. Our goal is to reach one hundred
donors at $250 or higher.

We have many opportunities for you to help us improve. | encourage everyone to
attend our elections that will be held during our general membership meeting on 14 May 2026
at 1900hrs. All positions are open, don’t be afraid to be an active member of our organization.

My final Thank you is to Pamela Grady who has supported our efforts not only as
our PAO but more importantly as my wife. Our organization is stronger because of her
support of me during this past year as Commander. | thank and love you!

JAY A. GRADY

Post Commander

Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179
410 W. Coll St.New Braunfels, TX 78034
O: 830-625-0179

C: 405-509-1078

From the 15t Vice Commander

Mental health matters, and we are here
for you.

We had a fantastic time at the 2026 Veteran
Expo talking to the community about our Four
Pillars, the golf tournament, our events happening at
the post every week, and invited veterans and the
community to join us at our next meeting.

Easter at the American Legion was a great #=
success, we welcomed over 50 kids and their ’
families. HUGE shoutout to Natalie for all her
hard work to make this a success event. My
A-team was helping with the announcements |_
on the mic, and with the kid games. Duetothe
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/410+W.+Coll+St.+New+Braunfels,+TX?entry=gmail&source=g

3 kmuLIAR, A

AUXILIARY EVENT

fﬁ 3

rain, we couldn't have a candy chase, but the Easter bunny told me to tell
“Youse guys to get ready for next year!” :)

| also had the honor to represent Post 179 at several local events, such
as the 1st chamber of commerce veteran mixer, talking to fellow leaders in the
community to come together and collaborate to strengthen our bonds with the
community and with each other. I'm hoping to open the doors of our hall to the
members of commerce, veteran business owners, and the veteran community
for their 2nd monthly mixer.

We are working up a delicious meal to break bread as family this month.
The next Sunday dinner will be on May 17th at 4pm to kick off a week full of
events to honor those that came before us on Memorial Day. You won't want to
miss it!




I'm excited to share our monthly Be The One Walk and Wellness Class. We come
together to walk 2.2 miles to raise awareness and learn more about recognizing signs of
mental health issues and how to help. The next Be the One walk will be on May 20th at
7pm to continue a full week of events for Memorial Day. Hope to see many of you there!

Open invite to
the community to
join my dream of
Lionheart Walks
on our weekly
Tuesday  Night
Walk at Landa
Pl Park Train at
s 2700 wany. S S o8 mmm 7pm. Join us for

RN SULCID N 75> 4 two fun laps
& ) around the park
to raise
awareness for
mental health
while preventing
veteran and first responder’s suicide. We also walk 2.2 m|Ies on the 22nd of every month
to honor the 22 veterans we lose each day. All walks are kid and pet friendly.

Be on the lookout for more fun upcoming events!

Please join us with all your family and help us to continue to bring the American
Legion into the community. Looking forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events.
Please share this with others; it could save a life.

Be safe, stay dangerous
Jaysson Gomez
15t Vice Commander

From the Chaplain’s Corner

Post Everlasting: Thankfully, nothing to report.

Sick Call and Relief: Please keep Hortencia Franco, Trish Wolff, and Becky Hicks and their
families in your prayers as they continue to battle the scourge of cancer.

Charles Clopper, Chaplain



From the Service Officer

Please advise the members we have a personal medical equipment closet for
those members and our veterans in need.

Contact the Service Officer: Dale Bennett at 830-734-5621 or Tim Powers.

Dale Bennett
Service Officer

From the Finance Officer

Post 179 continues to be a cornerstone of community support, with current
fundraising efforts for the building fund such as our Golf Tournament, 250th Anniversary
Celebration building fundraiser, and “Burger Nights” just to name a few.

These help play a vital role in facility maintenance and support for a new facility.

With the continued support and help from our members, families, friends and neighbors
Post 179 continues to prosper.

Cassie Collington

Finance Officer

From the 2026 Golf Tournament Chairperson

Help Us Tee It Up for Our Veterans and Our Community!

“Veterans Strengthening America” is the motto of our
American Legion, highlighting our organization’s focus on
community service and Veteran advocacy through our four
pillars of programs and services.

Our annual charity golf tournament raises funds solely for our » o
Post’s charitable works, and we need your help to meet our GoLr TouE
$28,500 goal. Cash donations of any size can have a big impact:

« $100 - provides at least 2 homeless Veterans with a hot meal

» $500 - enables the purchase of a wheelchair for our medical equipment lending closet
to support a Veteran in need

« $1,000 - allows the Post to send two boys to Boys State

« $2,500 - funds scholarships for 5 high school students

The deadline for sponsors’ names to appear on promotional materials is June 9, 2026.
So, if you, or an organization you know, would like to sponsor, donate, register, or
volunteer to help us make this event a success, please contact the Event Chairperson,
Deb Powers (americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com). Visit our website,



https://www.alpost179tx.org/al-post-179-programs-services
https://www.alpost179tx.org/al-post-179-programs-services
mailto:americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com

americanlegioncharitygolf.com, for additional details. And thanks in advance for your
support!

Deb Powers
Golf Committee Chairperson
(americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com

From the Boys State, High School Scholarship, and Oratorical Program
Chairperson

Congratulations to the 2026 Boys State Statesmen:
Jack Burggraaf, Bracken Christian School

Joseph Haegelin, Bracken Christian School

Vincent Schleweis, Canyon High School

Rylan Frech, Canyon High School

John “Jack” McLane, Canyon High School

Parth Kharod, Davenport High School

Luke Gaston, Davenport High School

Rady Torres, Hill Country College Preparatory High School
William Young, Hill Country College Preparatory High School
Hayden Seller, Hill Country College Preparatory High School
Brady Bright, Long Creek High School

Sebastian Vargas, Long Creek High School

Dylan Brinkkoeter, Long Creek High School

Stone Stanford, Memorial Early College High School

Gage Bankston, Memorial Early College High School
Harrison Mira, New Braunfels High School

Ashton Mund, New Braunfels High School

William "Rhett" Robinson, New Braunfels High School
Samuel Widhelm, St. John Paul Il Catholic High School
Leopold Danze, St. John Paul Il Catholic High School
Zachary Carmichael, Smithson Valley High School
Andreas Miller, Smithson Valley High School

Walter Greissinger, Smithson Valley High School


http://americanlegioncharitygolf.com/
mailto:americanlegioncharitygolf@gmail.com

Bardiya “Brad” Ebadinia, Smithson Valley High School
Congratulations to the 2026 High School Scholarship Winners:
Joseph Ayers, Canyon High School

Natalie Drichta, Davenport High School

Harrison Roenigk, Memorial Early College High School

Luke Dolch, New Braunfels High School

Alex Haider, Smithson Valley High School

Thank you to the members of the Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179, The
American Legion Riders, and the Sons of the American Legion, and to our community
partners at the Noons Lions Club of New Braunfels and the Garden Ridge Lions Club for
your financial support to Boys State and 2026 High School Scholarship Program.

VIR

Bill Morrison
Boys State, High School Scholarship, and Oratorical Program

From the Post 179 American Legion Auxiliary

Our Spring Convention was a
great success this past weekend. With
great pleasure, we helped our Legion by
preparing a delicious spaghetti dinner on
Friday evening serving all the participants
coming in for Registration. We received
a lot of compliments from
everyone. Such a display of Unity from
each Individual Units of the American
Legion Family was indeed
heartwarming. All the leftovers were
taken to the New Braunfels Fire ©
Company #5, which they were greatly
received. Can't wait to do it all again.




Our Girl's State Program will be on May 9th at
the Post from 3-7pm. Legionnaire's, Rider's, and |
Son's and families are invited to attend. Small
Refreshments will be served.

Our next Loteria will be held on August 23rd at | .
the Post from 1-3pm. Everyone is invited.

Our Auxiliary participates in as many functions
as the Legion makes us aware of. We love TACO
Tuesday's even though they aren't always just
Taco's. That's the joy of participating; we get to be
creative.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE LOVE OUR VETERANS

Mary Jane Repp
President

609-980-0269
mijqgirlie.repp4711@agmail.com

From the SAL - Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Squadron 179

Greetings Fellow Sons and American

Legion Family,
SONS J Y

I=___=EA£'4£|EI?';ANN SONS OF THE Once again, we did not have a

==AMERICAN quorum for our regularly scheduled

* N * N * L E G I O N general membership meeting.

However, activities continue.

Post 179 hosted the 14" District
Convention on April 25" It was
preceded by a wonderful spaghetti dinner on Friday night presented by the Auxiliary. Unit
179 served a delicious plate of pasta. Great job.

On Saturday morning, before the convention sessions began, the Sons served a
breakfast of pancakes and bacon. The pancakes were cooked with made-from-scratch
batter mixed by our Commander, Ambro Valdez. Also helping with the prep, cooking,
and doing an exemplary job of cleanup were Dennis Crabill and David Gray. Another
great job.

As we come to the close of the target dates for membership goals, we sit at 36
members paid up with a goal of 46. If you haven'’t paid your dues for 2026, now is the
time to get caught up as we begin a new payment year on July 15t


mailto:mjgirlie.repp4711@gmail.com

| will try not to sound like a broken record, but it is time for our election of officers
for the coming year. As per our Constitution and By-Laws, we are supposed to have
elections.

Ouir first issue is that we need to have a meeting to have an election but we have
gone two months in a row without a quorum.

Our second issue, despite almost begging up to this point, no one has come
forward to show an interest in serving. If there is no Commander and Adjutant turned in
for Squadron certification, the Squadron will not receive our membership cards sent to us
for next year until we do. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, May 21. We need to
have great turnout and people willing to serve. All positions are available: Commander,
Vice Commander, Adjutant, Finance Officer, Sgt-at-Arms, Historian, and Chaplain. One
last time, for anyone willing to serve, | will take time to train you and make you comfortable
in the position

As | said earlier, the world still goes on. The Sons will be parking cars for the
Saengerfest Wine Festival on Saturday, May 2. Help will be needed. As of the creation
of this article, only two volunteers have stepped forward. The festival runs from noon to
10:00 p.m. If you can help, if only for a part of the time, let Acting Adjutant Seegers know
so he can share who will be expected with the others attending.

Next, we will be having a work party at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 9 to sort,
clean, bundle, and pack the flags for transport to the Comal Cemetery. This is an all
hands on deck call and with enough help, it should not take long to complete the task.

And that brings us to the flag placement on May 23, the Saturday before Memorial
Day, weather permitting. (As usual, if inclement weather we will try again on Sunday or
Monday when the weather clears.) If anyone has contacts with service organizations or
youth groups, let Adjutant Seegers know so an invitation can be sent. We are also
looking for someone with a truck to carry the ammo boxes with the flags to the cemetery
on Saturday, May 23 and return the boxes after the flags are placed. We will then pick
up the flags and return them to the Post for storage until next year on June 6.

For God and Country,

Squadron 179Commander — Ambro Valdez
o Eddy Seegers
Acting Adjutant, Squadron 179
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From the American Legion Riders Chapter 179

The American Legion Rider Chapter 179 New Braunfels Texas Joined ALR 143 in
Schulenburg for their Black Bean Run on April 11 It was an overcast day with the threat
of rain so only the real riders showed up but those who did were treated to a great ride
through the scenic countryside with a stop at the historic Spoetzl Brewery in Shiner,
Texas. Then we went on to Main Street Schulenburg during their annual sausage festival.

11



ALR 179
traveled to Bastrop on
April 18 to compete in
the annual  South
Central ALR BBQ
Cook-off  competition.
We arrived early
Saturday morning and
quickly set up our area.
Many of the other ALR
teams had been there
since the night before
and had their pits fired
up hours before. Things
started on track until the
weather changed and a
cold front descended on
us with rain and wind.
The weather added a
whole new level of difficulty to the competition. We were able to turn in our entries in all
four categories but sadly we didn’t win any trophies this year.

On 29 April, the ALR 179 Director was able to participate in a motorcycle escort of
an MIA veteran who was killed in the attack on Pearl Harbor while serving aboard the
USS California. Following the raising of the sunken battleship, the remains of the dead
were recovered from the ship. Eighteen of the deceased were unable to be identified and
were buried in the National Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) as unknowns. Recently,
due to developments in DNA technology, the unknowns were exhumed for identification
and return to their families. S1C Clyde McMeans, US Navy, was identified and returned
to his family in Texas.

At every meeting we cover an empty chair as a symbol of our commitment to spare
no effort. It feels like victory albeit small to be able to bring one more home.

From the Editor/Publisher

Lots of input and pictures this month! | love it!

Don’t forget our Queen of Harts drawings on Taco Tuesdays. Two lottery tickets
will be drawn—at 7 and 8 PM—qgiving two winners, who must be present, a chance to
select a Queen of Hearts playing card and win a substantial amount of money. This is in
support of our building fund to replace our current, outdated building.

12



TUESDAY

Charlie Clopper
Queen of Hearts

Editor/Publisher, Post
179 Citizen

Drawing at 7 pm sharp!
410 W Coll Street
New Braunfels

nEDoDEgooaE
SRR
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Post 179 Officers —2025-2026

American Legion — 2025-2026

89" Commander Jay Grady

15t Vice Commander Jeysson Gomez
2" VVice Commander Wayne Powell
Adjutant Gea Clausier
Chaplain Charles Clopper
Finance Officer Cassie Collington
Sergeant at Arms Nathan Flagg
Judge Advocate: Pete Johnson

Service Officer Dale Bennett - A 7
Histolrian | Ray Sanchez, Jr. AMERICAN LEGIQN

Executive Committee George Zafala,
Rusty Law, Bill Morison,

NEW BRAUNFELS

Appointed Positions

Public Affairs Officer Pamela Grady
Security Manager (Vacant)
Honor Guard Director (Vacant)
Lower Lot Committee (Vacant)
Scholarship Committee (Vacant)

Boy State Committee Bill Morrison
Hubmaster Jayden Logan

Newsletter Editor/Publisher Charlie Clopper

American Legion Auxiliary — 2025-2026

Mary Jane Repp President

Deb Chappell 18t Vice President

Pamela Grady 2" Vice President

Ria Gray Secretary

Natalie Schoenicke Treasurer

Sue Bennett Historian

Glenda Chandler Chaplain

Nancy Hartfield Sgt. At Arms

Members at Large Barbara Clopper, Joyce Bauer, Betty Kreutler
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Sons of the American Legion Squadron 179 — 2025-2026

Commander

Vice Commander
Adjutant
Financial Officer
Chaplain
Historian
Sergeant at Arms

Director
Assistant Director
Sgt at Arms

Road Captain
Treasurer
Secretary
Chaplain
Membership
Service Officer
Historian

Safety Officer
Events Coordinator
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

Ambrosio “Ambro” Valdez
Vacant

Eddy Seegers (Acting)
Eddy Seegers (Acting)
Lawrence Intrau

Dennis Crabill

Dennis Crabill

American Legion Riders — 2025-2026

Pete Johnson
Dale Bennett
Mickey Rodi
David Stinson
Jay Grady
Vacant

Charlie Clopper
Vacant

Sue Bennett
Pamela Grady
Ray Sanchez
Pamala Grady
Gary Gallandat
David Stinson
Rich Vassi
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Upcoming Events

Date Function Location Time Remarks

7 May Executive Committee Mtg Post 6:30 PM Post 179

9 May Girls’ State Program Post 3-7 PM Auxiliary

14 May Post Membership Meeting Post 7PM Sandwich/Drink
After - $50/50 &

14 May Auxiliary Meeting Post 7PM $1000 Drawing

17 May Family Meal Post 4 PM Post 179

18 May SAL Meeting Post 7:04 PM SAL

28 May ALR Meeting Post 7 PM ALR 179

23 Aug Loteria Post TBD Auxiliary

18 Sep 3" Post 179 Golf Tour Landa Park GC TBD Post 179



Legion Wednesdays
BURGERS |

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

American Legion 179
410 W Coll, "
"s: oL

New Braunfels, TX 7§130 e

==AMERICAN

\LEGION ;j

BETHEONE

$10 BRACELETS

The American Legion’s primary mission, Be the
One, is a concentrated effort to save the lives of
veterans and servicemembers at risk of suicide.

Support your American Legion Post 179! 410 W Coll St NB TX 78130

\

===AMERICAN

LEGION

Proceeds for
Operational Costs

| Amevican Legion Post 179
Event Space

Event space accomedates up to 210 guests. On-site
beer and wine bar services are available, enhancing
your event experience. A kitchen area can be utilized

for an additional fee. 410 W Coll S

{» New Braunfels
N\

830-625-0179
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\WALTON F HOFFMANN Memorial Post 179

410 West Coll St.
New Braunfels TX 78131-0179
(830) 625-0179
EMAIL: adjutant.post179@sanantonio.twcbc.com
WEB SITE: www.alpost179tx.org

April, 17,2026

We are reaching out to our members requesting support for the 2026 American Legion Post 179
American 250 Celebration Building Fundraiser, which will be running through the end of this year. This
milestone marks the 250th anniversary of our nation, and our Post has proudly served our Country, State,
Veterans, Families, and Community for 106 years. As our current facility is showing signs of age, it is
necessary to construct a new home adjacent to the existing one. Bret Lindback will serve as Project
Chair, with Marc Rhodes as Co-Chair.

We would greatly appreciate donations of $250 or more—one dollar for each year of our nation's
history. Each qualifying donation will be acknowledged with a name plate that includes Name, Service
Branch, Auxiliary Member, SAL or Friends of Post 179 (Non-Members), and donation amount will be
displayed on the American 250 Celebration plaque. This plaque will be displayed at the Legion Hall.
Donors will also receive a Post 179 Challenge Coin. Additionally, the categories "Family" and "In Memory
of" have been added. We encourage you to invite family and friends to contribute. Our goal is to reach
one hundred donors at $250 or higher.

We are also seeking support from local businesses and corporations. They will be recognized on a
separate plaque, with tiers of $250 Donator, $500 Sponsor, and $1000 Patron. Assistance in identifying
prospective business donors is welcomed. Marc Rhodes is the designated contact for business and
corporate donations. Please direct any leads to Marc Rhodes (email: marcrhodes47@gmail.com) or Bret
Lindback (email: bretman@aol.com, phone: 612-290-3949).

Payment can be received in person or through mail. Make checks payable to Walton F. Hoffmann
Memorial Post 179. In the memo portion of your check please annotate America 250 building fund
campaign. If mailing in your check please send to address found in signature block.

Recognizing the magnitude of this undertaking, we are committed to jumpstarting our Building Fund.
Success with this fundraising initiative will enhance awareness and generate further opportunities to
achieve our objectives. Thanks for your support of Post 179

Respectfully,

JAY A. GRADY

Post Commander

Walton F. Hoffmann Memorial Post 179

410 W. Coll St.

New Braunfels, TX 78130

0O: 830-625-0179

C: 405-509-1078 Attachment 1
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